Far left fined for misusing Marianne, the symbol of France 11/07/2023 14:06

Search B

Subscribe

Far left fined for
misusing Marianne,
the symbol of France

David Chazan,
Paris

Monday July 10
2023, 5.00pm,
The Times

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/far-left-fined-for-misusing-marianne-the-symbol-of-france-ntg5k758f


https://globalstore.thetimes.co.uk/
https://login.thetimes.co.uk/?gotoUrl=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/far-left-fined-for-misusing-marianne-the-symbol-of-france-ntg5k758f
https://login.thetimes.co.uk/?gotoUrl=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/far-left-fined-for-misusing-marianne-the-symbol-of-france-ntg5k758f
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/past-six-days
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/radio
https://globalstore.thetimes.co.uk/?ILC=INTL-TNL_The_Times-Conversion_Page-Homepage-2020

Far left fined for misusing
Marianne, the symbol of France

Combo was demanding €900,000 in compensation from Jean-Luc Melenchon of using his work without
permission

DENIS PREZAT/ALAMY


https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Frtb-us-east.linkedin.com%2Flax%2Fclk%3Ftrk%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt5zb193X9ouHF3q6ue8jW0bVW9SWz7E9zTb3ord5LUZd6DaKT-O6cHYJ_RhNcE5ZaLYUUU_6jHFlxLCz6WhEvGFa19syINbtumAoCwIg4VRdfpmySPcUB9aAT2OBjGwgBM2pDIeG6dHKXEIGBQ9fXbKBjmDY1jIcOLJV_dy0CqAxlz3gIz54PkO-AgGnhUfbESAG6xgmDBqg3Cm5yqA4xvYT0VOWOwYHi-o-XadijYlybS-KILcOjDkjYh30UctoDp8BZvAA93o6ES-sQorwLXsdhP9_nVbNfbxeruYT588rAoXhfcYxteLRJoGjz8CV7bFsh_HrAKkCMa9e5tboa_GCkWmPwC9m_Dtu2pZi0wjlF6MBkM4YpreDsJSVLEQ59SleSXl4kVI-HoRVqxjIC6iRjA7sdxOwYAWDdqiwEx9O5JQdril8PjphlxSLENWSJZQBEb-WJqUbFNtOhj5mzHqWDhFZfz5Zfd57fENSr0Am-vK632GKuvMnvphzHtkZZHfCKQaNVdWCsQAkjcwIBIcJ1mhSMP40i9lnbYITeONgSTr1QiMFE9R-pfZy0Sy6c1IbFlYj-iRUREItI9_9CosjXHlQ68EnbrazRoXUwCtGwgzb-By0dEI4-9LL5LtNQ-w9Yu-h7R8HpVcVZ5MRprCF9dA_fjJpcIw3GLJQxe-aGobch95Ly1dyyBJOR_MzGU0C6CdNhbWeI6VrDuCdbJbgzg_O9XM6b5qjFpPGWJ2vqYQolZ2iVQZJxTyyrAF52MIOFx6jVvhNi7c05OyEjKpNgbsSqCvDrMrHa9oCCyW84jyoNUJxMEq0xkZkEiiyts5YqWLADbPh65ngMxP13j_ng7i0VB8LqCMyi1Uw-sNGfVfPTP7MAWvzvRGrZ_fvU8-HeWfAJia8co0mQronDNTZtgUmd32VXSabNiK3xmw2QY-5VABnqdJifSj7bb5mi3v-TERnqFYiqDUsNHkQynlQm1lZiMdDbjvmLNaGS-78gjhvvatBPKTE83e4oFCeqRAUUB6QZqTc81vr8lz6SZlB6HuZ0a5Ppt-30SBMAOACE-jfpV5T8K4IvW3XRBt57ggqd6yXINpOD8y5gBexcqY6vObo5QVXubT7PDzLHOtvRrUXBaOU37yHcLxqNnAzY1yxmroKYtU18wRIfSJWBkh4OzNYd4Km4Oik7UkLN8Am613JDERZVvlwh62vJ4WseB1g5bPgQmikAQ82_L-OMuHx_j76BKOBuvCsBEURWKehX-ANqXzRqYG7yjIBXuwMCWj8FRz4qcC1WiN5tXfau--p93E_s3OdCI7NyN3upi8iQa1I8lMd_7pKLngcOjRMcAvlKxctKeJag3IvCYsaFkj5oSPlWD463761uq80uUsVRrBAVGfwWaVJ4VLtcQA0fQOhfiXoKKtYecz31W-YEC2iuhX3MxZQXBSHE9wzgPJHpTR4pJvTeGvro-KDiqS6CwBL57zbqSKz65tVPz7abHuFfSR0SJ9S6fDljw199kuL5GjPeaDpDV2HPpb7AteJBGsoyVqV0I_Rsp2BT7RQr_wmyQnjlUrhuZzCikVvXXNgqG_K19vkNesgS-a-r4TmDkQT1_NV_RU3LoVmT2ZrVtwC9JcUHAC6YagbouK4LaGLcFFzo8PqkyfbDELoC%26action%3Dclick%26laxrid%3D818c7cb0-adb8-46e1-8de0-b2a43c500a9b%26laxbid%3D2%26eid%3D3%26crtype%3Dvid%26laxerid%3D55958857097584671060-561%26adfmt%3D6%26urle%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt6eLSM3BM4jXIW0G7qjk1VRHQeDaVueCneHBoi5iGRbEtbpvgYBGlpdG9v-t9RJR1UR5doZl3WllBuRuAbjKyHLy4B92Uo_pXggpTPsx6sDkkrgZ9DOYgQ3phGQV5h21DvEyAdfmWyDyAC81hiVpKu9BPVl9Wf9m-6sbXn5iYhCuU73RisOK_EJiGkhWUdpep5P9TUIsEQJ0%26urlhash%3DzIIT&pr=2.769&bc=7.519&aid=559588570975846710600&bmid=6250&biid=7656&sid=66552&brid=556676&adid=264151036&crid=186673149&ts=1689095597&bcud=7519&ss=12&cb=52978
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Frtb-us-east.linkedin.com%2Flax%2Fclk%3Ftrk%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt5zb193X9ouHF3q6ue8jW0bVW9SWz7E9zTb3ord5LUZd6DaKT-O6cHYJ_RhNcE5ZaLYUUU_6jHFlxLCz6WhEvGFa19syINbtumAoCwIg4VRdfpmySPcUB9aAT2OBjGwgBM2pDIeG6dHKXEIGBQ9fXbKBjmDY1jIcOLJV_dy0CqAxlz3gIz54PkO-AgGnhUfbESAG6xgmDBqg3Cm5yqA4xvYT0VOWOwYHi-o-XadijYlybS-KILcOjDkjYh30UctoDp8BZvAA93o6ES-sQorwLXsdhP9_nVbNfbxeruYT588rAoXhfcYxteLRJoGjz8CV7bFsh_HrAKkCMa9e5tboa_GCkWmPwC9m_Dtu2pZi0wjlF6MBkM4YpreDsJSVLEQ59SleSXl4kVI-HoRVqxjIC6iRjA7sdxOwYAWDdqiwEx9O5JQdril8PjphlxSLENWSJZQBEb-WJqUbFNtOhj5mzHqWDhFZfz5Zfd57fENSr0Am-vK632GKuvMnvphzHtkZZHfCKQaNVdWCsQAkjcwIBIcJ1mhSMP40i9lnbYITeONgSTr1QiMFE9R-pfZy0Sy6c1IbFlYj-iRUREItI9_9CosjXHlQ68EnbrazRoXUwCtGwgzb-By0dEI4-9LL5LtNQ-w9Yu-h7R8HpVcVZ5MRprCF9dA_fjJpcIw3GLJQxe-aGobch95Ly1dyyBJOR_MzGU0C6CdNhbWeI6VrDuCdbJbgzg_O9XM6b5qjFpPGWJ2vqYQolZ2iVQZJxTyyrAF52MIOFx6jVvhNi7c05OyEjKpNgbsSqCvDrMrHa9oCCyW84jyoNUJxMEq0xkZkEiiyts5YqWLADbPh65ngMxP13j_ng7i0VB8LqCMyi1Uw-sNGfVfPTP7MAWvzvRGrZ_fvU8-HeWfAJia8co0mQronDNTZtgUmd32VXSabNiK3xmw2QY-5VABnqdJifSj7bb5mi3v-TERnqFYiqDUsNHkQynlQm1lZiMdDbjvmLNaGS-78gjhvvatBPKTE83e4oFCeqRAUUB6QZqTc81vr8lz6SZlB6HuZ0a5Ppt-30SBMAOACE-jfpV5T8K4IvW3XRBt57ggqd6yXINpOD8y5gBexcqY6vObo5QVXubT7PDzLHOtvRrUXBaOU37yHcLxqNnAzY1yxmroKYtU18wRIfSJWBkh4OzNYd4Km4Oik7UkLN8Am613JDERZVvlwh62vJ4WseB1g5bPgQmikAQ82_L-OMuHx_j76BKOBuvCsBEURWKehX-ANqXzRqYG7yjIBXuwMCWj8FRz4qcC1WiN5tXfau--p93E_s3OdCI7NyN3upi8iQa1I8lMd_7pKLngcOjRMcAvlKxctKeJag3IvCYsaFkj5oSPlWD463761uq80uUsVRrBAVGfwWaVJ4VLtcQA0fQOhfiXoKKtYecz31W-YEC2iuhX3MxZQXBSHE9wzgPJHpTR4pJvTeGvro-KDiqS6CwBL57zbqSKz65tVPz7abHuFfSR0SJ9S6fDljw199kuL5GjPeaDpDV2HPpb7AteJBGsoyVqV0I_Rsp2BT7RQr_wmyQnjlUrhuZzCikVvXXNgqG_K19vkNesgS-a-r4TmDkQT1_NV_RU3LoVmT2ZrVtwC9JcUHAC6YagbouK4LaGLcFFzo8PqkyfbDELoC%26action%3Dclick%26laxrid%3D818c7cb0-adb8-46e1-8de0-b2a43c500a9b%26laxbid%3D2%26eid%3D3%26crtype%3Dvid%26laxerid%3D55958857097584671060-561%26adfmt%3D6%26urle%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt6eLSM3BM4jXIW0G7qjk1VRHQeDaVueCneHBoi5iGRbEtbpvgYBGlpdG9v-t9RJR1UR5doZl3WllBuRuAbjKyHLy4B92Uo_pXggpTPsx6sDkkrgZ9DOYgQ3phGQV5h21DvEyAdfmWyDyAC81hiVpKu9BPVl9Wf9m-6sbXn5iYhCuU73RisOK_EJiGkhWUdpep5P9TUIsEQJ0%26urlhash%3DzIIT&pr=2.769&bc=7.519&aid=559588570975846710600&bmid=6250&biid=7656&sid=66552&brid=556676&adid=264151036&crid=186673149&ts=1689095597&bcud=7519&ss=12&cb=52978
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Frtb-us-east.linkedin.com%2Flax%2Fclk%3Ftrk%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt5zb193X9ouHF3q6ue8jW0bVW9SWz7E9zTb3ord5LUZd6DaKT-O6cHYJ_RhNcE5ZaLYUUU_6jHFlxLCz6WhEvGFa19syINbtumAoCwIg4VRdfpmySPcUB9aAT2OBjGwgBM2pDIeG6dHKXEIGBQ9fXbKBjmDY1jIcOLJV_dy0CqAxlz3gIz54PkO-AgGnhUfbESAG6xgmDBqg3Cm5yqA4xvYT0VOWOwYHi-o-XadijYlybS-KILcOjDkjYh30UctoDp8BZvAA93o6ES-sQorwLXsdhP9_nVbNfbxeruYT588rAoXhfcYxteLRJoGjz8CV7bFsh_HrAKkCMa9e5tboa_GCkWmPwC9m_Dtu2pZi0wjlF6MBkM4YpreDsJSVLEQ59SleSXl4kVI-HoRVqxjIC6iRjA7sdxOwYAWDdqiwEx9O5JQdril8PjphlxSLENWSJZQBEb-WJqUbFNtOhj5mzHqWDhFZfz5Zfd57fENSr0Am-vK632GKuvMnvphzHtkZZHfCKQaNVdWCsQAkjcwIBIcJ1mhSMP40i9lnbYITeONgSTr1QiMFE9R-pfZy0Sy6c1IbFlYj-iRUREItI9_9CosjXHlQ68EnbrazRoXUwCtGwgzb-By0dEI4-9LL5LtNQ-w9Yu-h7R8HpVcVZ5MRprCF9dA_fjJpcIw3GLJQxe-aGobch95Ly1dyyBJOR_MzGU0C6CdNhbWeI6VrDuCdbJbgzg_O9XM6b5qjFpPGWJ2vqYQolZ2iVQZJxTyyrAF52MIOFx6jVvhNi7c05OyEjKpNgbsSqCvDrMrHa9oCCyW84jyoNUJxMEq0xkZkEiiyts5YqWLADbPh65ngMxP13j_ng7i0VB8LqCMyi1Uw-sNGfVfPTP7MAWvzvRGrZ_fvU8-HeWfAJia8co0mQronDNTZtgUmd32VXSabNiK3xmw2QY-5VABnqdJifSj7bb5mi3v-TERnqFYiqDUsNHkQynlQm1lZiMdDbjvmLNaGS-78gjhvvatBPKTE83e4oFCeqRAUUB6QZqTc81vr8lz6SZlB6HuZ0a5Ppt-30SBMAOACE-jfpV5T8K4IvW3XRBt57ggqd6yXINpOD8y5gBexcqY6vObo5QVXubT7PDzLHOtvRrUXBaOU37yHcLxqNnAzY1yxmroKYtU18wRIfSJWBkh4OzNYd4Km4Oik7UkLN8Am613JDERZVvlwh62vJ4WseB1g5bPgQmikAQ82_L-OMuHx_j76BKOBuvCsBEURWKehX-ANqXzRqYG7yjIBXuwMCWj8FRz4qcC1WiN5tXfau--p93E_s3OdCI7NyN3upi8iQa1I8lMd_7pKLngcOjRMcAvlKxctKeJag3IvCYsaFkj5oSPlWD463761uq80uUsVRrBAVGfwWaVJ4VLtcQA0fQOhfiXoKKtYecz31W-YEC2iuhX3MxZQXBSHE9wzgPJHpTR4pJvTeGvro-KDiqS6CwBL57zbqSKz65tVPz7abHuFfSR0SJ9S6fDljw199kuL5GjPeaDpDV2HPpb7AteJBGsoyVqV0I_Rsp2BT7RQr_wmyQnjlUrhuZzCikVvXXNgqG_K19vkNesgS-a-r4TmDkQT1_NV_RU3LoVmT2ZrVtwC9JcUHAC6YagbouK4LaGLcFFzo8PqkyfbDELoC%26action%3Dclick%26laxrid%3D818c7cb0-adb8-46e1-8de0-b2a43c500a9b%26laxbid%3D2%26eid%3D3%26crtype%3Dvid%26laxerid%3D55958857097584671060-561%26adfmt%3D6%26urle%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt6eLSM3BM4jXIW0G7qjk1VRHQeDaVueCneHBoi5iGRbEtbpvgYBGlpdG9v-t9RJR1UR5doZl3WllBuRuAbjKyHLy4B92Uo_pXggpTPsx6sDkkrgZ9DOYgQ3phGQV5h21DvEyAdfmWyDyAC81hiVpKu9BPVl9Wf9m-6sbXn5iYhCuU73RisOK_EJiGkhWUdpep5P9TUIsEQJ0%26urlhash%3DzIIT&pr=2.769&bc=7.519&aid=559588570975846710600&bmid=6250&biid=7656&sid=66552&brid=556676&adid=264151036&crid=186673149&ts=1689095597&bcud=7519&ss=12&cb=52978
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Frtb-us-east.linkedin.com%2Flax%2Fclk%3Ftrk%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt5zb193X9ouHF3q6ue8jW0bVW9SWz7E9zTb3ord5LUZd6DaKT-O6cHYJ_RhNcE5ZaLYUUU_6jHFlxLCz6WhEvGFa19syINbtumAoCwIg4VRdfpmySPcUB9aAT2OBjGwgBM2pDIeG6dHKXEIGBQ9fXbKBjmDY1jIcOLJV_dy0CqAxlz3gIz54PkO-AgGnhUfbESAG6xgmDBqg3Cm5yqA4xvYT0VOWOwYHi-o-XadijYlybS-KILcOjDkjYh30UctoDp8BZvAA93o6ES-sQorwLXsdhP9_nVbNfbxeruYT588rAoXhfcYxteLRJoGjz8CV7bFsh_HrAKkCMa9e5tboa_GCkWmPwC9m_Dtu2pZi0wjlF6MBkM4YpreDsJSVLEQ59SleSXl4kVI-HoRVqxjIC6iRjA7sdxOwYAWDdqiwEx9O5JQdril8PjphlxSLENWSJZQBEb-WJqUbFNtOhj5mzHqWDhFZfz5Zfd57fENSr0Am-vK632GKuvMnvphzHtkZZHfCKQaNVdWCsQAkjcwIBIcJ1mhSMP40i9lnbYITeONgSTr1QiMFE9R-pfZy0Sy6c1IbFlYj-iRUREItI9_9CosjXHlQ68EnbrazRoXUwCtGwgzb-By0dEI4-9LL5LtNQ-w9Yu-h7R8HpVcVZ5MRprCF9dA_fjJpcIw3GLJQxe-aGobch95Ly1dyyBJOR_MzGU0C6CdNhbWeI6VrDuCdbJbgzg_O9XM6b5qjFpPGWJ2vqYQolZ2iVQZJxTyyrAF52MIOFx6jVvhNi7c05OyEjKpNgbsSqCvDrMrHa9oCCyW84jyoNUJxMEq0xkZkEiiyts5YqWLADbPh65ngMxP13j_ng7i0VB8LqCMyi1Uw-sNGfVfPTP7MAWvzvRGrZ_fvU8-HeWfAJia8co0mQronDNTZtgUmd32VXSabNiK3xmw2QY-5VABnqdJifSj7bb5mi3v-TERnqFYiqDUsNHkQynlQm1lZiMdDbjvmLNaGS-78gjhvvatBPKTE83e4oFCeqRAUUB6QZqTc81vr8lz6SZlB6HuZ0a5Ppt-30SBMAOACE-jfpV5T8K4IvW3XRBt57ggqd6yXINpOD8y5gBexcqY6vObo5QVXubT7PDzLHOtvRrUXBaOU37yHcLxqNnAzY1yxmroKYtU18wRIfSJWBkh4OzNYd4Km4Oik7UkLN8Am613JDERZVvlwh62vJ4WseB1g5bPgQmikAQ82_L-OMuHx_j76BKOBuvCsBEURWKehX-ANqXzRqYG7yjIBXuwMCWj8FRz4qcC1WiN5tXfau--p93E_s3OdCI7NyN3upi8iQa1I8lMd_7pKLngcOjRMcAvlKxctKeJag3IvCYsaFkj5oSPlWD463761uq80uUsVRrBAVGfwWaVJ4VLtcQA0fQOhfiXoKKtYecz31W-YEC2iuhX3MxZQXBSHE9wzgPJHpTR4pJvTeGvro-KDiqS6CwBL57zbqSKz65tVPz7abHuFfSR0SJ9S6fDljw199kuL5GjPeaDpDV2HPpb7AteJBGsoyVqV0I_Rsp2BT7RQr_wmyQnjlUrhuZzCikVvXXNgqG_K19vkNesgS-a-r4TmDkQT1_NV_RU3LoVmT2ZrVtwC9JcUHAC6YagbouK4LaGLcFFzo8PqkyfbDELoC%26action%3Dclick%26laxrid%3D818c7cb0-adb8-46e1-8de0-b2a43c500a9b%26laxbid%3D2%26eid%3D3%26crtype%3Dvid%26laxerid%3D55958857097584671060-561%26adfmt%3D6%26urle%3DCwEAAAGJRfFt6eLSM3BM4jXIW0G7qjk1VRHQeDaVueCneHBoi5iGRbEtbpvgYBGlpdG9v-t9RJR1UR5doZl3WllBuRuAbjKyHLy4B92Uo_pXggpTPsx6sDkkrgZ9DOYgQ3phGQV5h21DvEyAdfmWyDyAC81hiVpKu9BPVl9Wf9m-6sbXn5iYhCuU73RisOK_EJiGkhWUdpep5P9TUIsEQJ0%26urlhash%3DzIIT&pr=2.769&bc=7.519&aid=559588570975846710600&bmid=6250&biid=7656&sid=66552&brid=556676&adid=264151036&crid=186673149&ts=1689095597&bcud=7519&ss=12&cb=52978
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/art
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/emmanuel-macron
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/europe
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/france
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/global-politics
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/#section-world
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/past-six-days

Share y f ¢ Save Y%

The radical anti-capitalist who leads France’s left-wing opposition alliance has been fined
for the unauthorised use of a street artist’s depiction of Marianne, the national symbol, as a

bare-breasted Asian woman.

The court of appeal ordered Jean-Luc Mélenchon and his hard-left party, France Unbowed,

to pay €40,000 in compensation and legal costs for using the work by the street artist
Combo in campaign videos without permission. It is the first time a French court has ruled
that street art is copyright protected. The decision overturned a lower court ruling that his
Marianne mural, painted in 2017 on a building in the Marais district of Paris, was not

covered by copyright.

The figure of Marianne has personified the republican values of liberty, equality and
fraternity since the Revolution and her image occupies a place of honour in town halls and

law courts.

Combo portrayed her as an Asian woman wearing jeans, with her right breast bare, carrying
a tricolour bearing the slogan Liberty, Equality, Humanity alongside the caption “We want

justice”.

He objected to his art being associated with the hard left. The court of appeal upheld his
claim for moral and proprietary damages, but awarded far less than the €900,000 he had
sought. “His main complaints were the political exploitation of his work and damage to his

reputation,” according to Nicolas Le Pays du Teilleul, his lawyer.
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ADVERTISEMENT

France Unbowed leads the Nupes alliance of left-wing parties which dominates the
parliamentary opposition to President Macron’s centrist government, although Marine Le

Pen’s hard right National Rally is the largest single opposition party.

Meélenchon and his party have come under fire not just from the government but also from
some of their own left-wing allies for refusing to call for calm during riots sparked by last

month’s police shooting of a teenager of Algerian origin.

Aurore Bergé, an MP from Renaissance, Macron’s party, said on Sunday that France

Unbowed should be renamed Incendiary France.
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